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Departments, and consisted of R.S. §§1568 to 198. For
provisions of the Code derived from such title 4, see sec-
tions 101, 301, 303, 304, 503, 2952, 3101, 3106, 3341, 3345 to
3349, 5535, 55636 of Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees; section 207 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal
Procedure; sections 514, 520 of Title 28, Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure; section 3321 of Title 31, Money and
Finance.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 512 of Title
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L.
89-554, §1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg.
Plan No. 2, §1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633,
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title.

ORDER OF SUCCESSION

For order of succession during any period when both
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture are un-
able to perform functions and duties of office of Sec-
retary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13542, May 13, 2010, 75 F.R. 27921,
set out as a note under section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§2203. Seal

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and
directed to procure a proper seal, with such suit-
able inscriptions and devices as he may approve,
to be known as the official seal of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and to be kept and used to
verify official documents, under such rules and
regulations as he may prescribe.

(Aug. 8, 1894, ch. 238, 28 Stat. 272.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 513 of Title
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L.
89-554, §1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

§2204. General duties of Secretary; advisory
functions; research and development

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall procure
and preserve all information concerning agri-
culture, rural development, aquaculture, and
human nutrition which he can obtain by means
of books and correspondence, and by practical
and scientific experiments, accurate records of
which experiments shall be kept in his office, by
the collection of statistics, and by any other ap-
propriate means within his power; he shall col-
lect new and valuable seeds and plants; shall
test, by cultivation, the value of such of them as
may require such tests; shall propagate such as
may be worthy of propagation; and shall distrib-
ute them among agriculturists; and he shall ad-
vise the President, other members of his Cabi-
net, and the Congress on policies and programs
designed to improve the quality of life for people
living in the rural and nonmetropolitan regions
of the Nation.

(b) The Secretary is authorized to initiate or
expand research and development efforts related
to solution of problems of rural water supply,
rural sewage and solid waste management, rural
housing, rural industrialization, and technology
appropriate to small- and moderate-sized family
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farming operations, and any other problem that
the Secretary may determine has an effect upon
the economic development or the quality of life
in rural areas.

(R.S. §526; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§1, 4, 25 Stat. 659;
Pub. L. 92419, title VI, §603(b), Aug. 30, 1972, 86
Stat. 675; Pub. L. 94-273, §7(4), Apr. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 378; Pub. L. 95-113, title XV, §1502(b), Sept.
29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1021; Pub. L. 96-355, §5, Sept. 24,
1980, 94 Stat. 1174.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §526 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, §3, 12
Stat. 387.

Section was formerly classified to section 514 of Title
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L.
89-554, §1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

AMENDMENTS

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96-355 inserted provisions
relating to technology appropriate to small- and mod-
erate-sized family farming operations, and struck out
provisions relating to the national rural development
program and goals, and accompanying annual report.

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95-113 inserted references to
aquaculture and human nutrition.

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-273 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber’”’ for ‘“‘September’’.

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92-419, §603(b)(1)—(3), des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), provided for
information concerning rural development, and pre-
scribed advisory functions of the Secretary, respec-
tively.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92-419, §603(b)(4), added subsec.
(D).

CHANGE OF NAME

Secretary of Agriculture substituted for Commis-
sioner of Agriculture in text pursuant to sections 1 and
4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 2202
of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-355 effective Oct. 1, 1980,
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96-355, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 2204b of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-113 effective Oct. 1, 1977,
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95-113, set out as a note
under section 1307 of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg.
Plan No. 2, §1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633,
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title.

Functions of Secretary of Agriculture administered
through Bureau of Biological Survey relating to con-
servation of wildlife, game, and migratory birds trans-
ferred to Secretary of the Interior by 1939 Reorg. Plan
No. II, §4(f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433,
set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees.

Delegation of authority to Secretary with respect to
nation’s food program during war emergency, see Ex.
Ord. No. 9280, set out as a note under section 452 of this
title.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness
functions to Secretary of Agriculture, see Parts 1, 2,
and 3 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 F.R. 47491,
set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare.
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REPORT ON GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS
AND RANCHERS

Pub. L. 107-171, title X, §10906, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat.
538, provided that:

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED
FARMER OR RANCHER.—In this section, the term ‘geo-
graphically disadvantaged farmer or rancher’ means a
farmer or rancher in—

‘(1) an insular area (as defined in section 1404 of the
National Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103) (as amend-
ed by section 7502(a)); or

‘“(2) a State other than 1 of the 48 contiguous
States.

‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act [May 13, 2002], the Secretary of
Agriculture shall submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate a report that describes—

‘(1) barriers to efficient and competitive transpor-
tation of inputs and products by geographically dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers; and

‘“(2) means of encouraging and assisting geographi-
cally disadvantaged farmers and ranchers—

‘“(A) to own and operate farms and ranches; and
‘“(B) to participate equitably in the full range of
agricultural programs offered by the Department of

Agriculture.”

REVIEW OF OPERATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCE PROGRAMS ON TRIBAL TRUST LAND

Pub. L. 107-171, title X, §10910, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat.
539, provided that:

‘‘(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Agriculture (referred
to in this section as the ‘Secretary’) shall conduct a re-
view of the operation of agricultural and natural re-
source programs available to farmers and ranchers op-
erating on tribal and trust land, including—

‘(1) agricultural commodity, price support, and
farm income support programs (collectively referred
to in this section as ‘agricultural commodity pro-
grams’);

¢“(2) conservation programs (including financial and
technical assistance);

‘“(3) agricultural credit programs;

‘“(4) rural development programs; and

¢“(5) forestry programs.

‘“(b) CRITERIA FOR REVIEW.—In carrying out the re-
view under subsection (a), the Secretary shall con-
sider—

‘(1) the extent to which agricultural commodity
programs and conservation programs are consistent
with tribal goals and priorities regarding the sustain-
able use of agricultural land;

‘“(2) strategies for increasing tribal participation in
agricultural commodity programs and conservation
programs;

“(3) the educational and training opportunities
available to Indian tribes and members of Indian
tribes in the practical, technical, and professional as-
pects of agriculture and land management; and

‘“(4) the development and management of agricul-
tural land under the jurisdiction of Indian tribes in
accordance with integrated resource management
plans that—

‘“(A) ensure proper management of the land;

‘“(B) produce increased economic returns;

‘4(C) promote employment opportunities; and

‘(D) improve the social and economic well-being
of Indian tribes and members of Indian tribes.

“‘(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out this section, the
Secretary shall consult with—

‘(1) the Secretary of the Interior;

‘“(2) local officers and employees of the Department
of Agriculture; and

““(3) program recipients.

“(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act [May 13, 2002], the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report that contains—
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‘“(1) a description of the results of the review con-
ducted under this section;

‘(2) recommendations for program improvements;
and

‘“(3) a description of actions that will be taken to
carry out the improvements.”

AVIATION INSPECTIONS

Pub. L. 103-354, title III, §306, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
3241, provided that:
‘‘(a) STUDY OF AIRCRAFT INSPECTIONS.—

‘(1) INTENT OF STUDY.—The intent of the study re-
quired by this subsection is to examine the cost effi-
ciencies of conducting inspections of aircraft and pi-
lots by one Federal agency without reducing aircraft,
passenger, or pilot safety standards or lowering mis-
sion preparedness.

‘“(2) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Transportation shall
jointly conduct a study of the inspection specifica-
tions and procedures by which aircraft and pilots con-
tracted by the Department are certified to determine
the cost efficiencies of eliminating duplicative De-
partment inspection requirements and transferring
some or all inspection requirements to the Federal
Aviation Administration, while ensuring that neither
aircraft, passenger, nor pilot safety is reduced and
that mission preparedness is maintained.

‘“(3) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the
study, the Secretaries shall evaluate current inspec-
tion specifications and procedures mandated by the
Department and the Forest Service, taking into con-
sideration the unique requirements and risks of par-
ticular Department and Forest Service missions that
may require special inspection specifications and pro-
cedures to ensure the safety of Department and For-
est Service personnel and their contractees.

‘“(4) MAINTENANCE OF STANDARDS AND PREPARED-
NESS.—In making recommendations to transfer in-
spection authority or otherwise change Department
inspection specifications and procedures, the Sec-
retaries shall ensure that the implementation of any
such recommendations does not lower aircraft or
pilot standards or preparedness for Department or
Forest Service missions.

‘() SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct.
13, 1994], the Secretaries shall submit to Congress the
results of the study, including any recommendations
to transfer inspection authority or otherwise change
Department inspection specifications and procedures
and a cost-benefit analysis of such recommendations.
“(b) REVIEW OF RECENTLY ADOPTED AIRCRAFT POL-

ICY.—

‘(1) REVIEW REQUIRED.—The Secretaries shall re-
view the policy initiated by the Secretary of Agri-
culture on July 1, 1994, to accept Federal Aviation
Administration inspections on aircraft and pilots
that provide ‘airport to airport’ service for the Forest
Service. The policy is currently being cooperatively
developed by the Department and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and is intended to reduce dupli-
cative inspections and to reduce Government costs,
while maintaining aircraft, passenger, and pilot safe-
ty standards, specifications and procedures currently
required by the Department and the Forest Service.

‘(2) EXPANSION OF POLICY.—As part of the review,
the Secretaries shall examine the feasibility and de-
sirability of applying this policy on a Government-
wide basis.

‘“(3) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the implementation of the pol-
icy, the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Con-
gress the results of the review, including any recom-
mendations that the Secretary considers appro-
priate.”

ORDER OF SUCCESSION

For order of succession during any period when both
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture are un-



§2204a

able to perform functions and duties of office of Sec-
retary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13542, May 13, 2010, 75 F.R. 27921,
set out as a note under section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§2204a. Rural development; utilization of non-
Federal offices; location of field units; inter-
change of personnel and facilities

The Secretary of Agriculture shall utilize to
the maximum extent practicable State, re-
gional, district, county, local, or other Depart-
ment of Agriculture offices to enhance rural de-
velopment, and shall to the maximum extent
practicable provide directly, or, in the case of
agencies outside of the Department of Agri-
culture, through arrangements with the heads of
such agencies, for—

(1) the location of all field units of the Fed-
eral Government concerned with rural devel-
opment in the appropriate Department of Ag-
riculture offices covering the geographical
areas most similar to those covered by such
field units, and

(2) the interchange of personnel and facili-
ties in each such office to the extent necessary
or desirable to achieve the most efficient utili-
zation of such personnel and facilities and pro-
vide the most effective assistance in the devel-
opment of rural areas in accordance with
State rural development plans.

(Pub. L. 92419, title VI, §603(c), Aug. 30, 1972, 86
Stat. 675; Pub. L. 96-355, §4(5), Sept. 24, 1980, 94
Stat. 1174.)

AMENDMENTS

1980—Pub. L. 96-355 struck out designation for former
par. (1) and, in such par., redesignated former subpars.
(A) and (B) as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, and struck
out former par. (2) which related to contents of report
submitted under section 2204(b) of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-355 effective Oct. 1, 1980,
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96-355, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 2204b of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Powers, duties, and assets of agencies, offices, and
other entities within Department of Agriculture relat-
ing to rural development functions transferred to Rural
Development Administration by section 2302(b) of Pub.
L. 101-624.

§2204b. Rural development policy

(a) Coordination of nationwide rural develop-
ment program using services of executive
branch departments and agencies and State
and local governments

The Secretary of Agriculture shall provide
leadership within the executive branch for, and
shall assume responsibility for coordinating, a
nationwide rural development program using
the services of executive branch departments
and agencies, including, but not limited to, the
agencies, bureaus, offices, and services of the
Department of Agriculture, in coordination with
rural development programs of State and local
governments.
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(b) Policy development; systematic review of
Federal programs; access to information; de-
velopment of process to receive and assess
needs, goals, etc.; cooperative agreements to
improve Federal programs affecting rural
areas; public hearings and comments

(1) The Secretary shall conduct a systematic
review of Federal programs affecting rural areas
to (A) determine whether such areas are benefit-
ing from such programs in an equitable propor-
tion to the benefits received by urban areas and
(B) identify any factors that may restrict acces-
sibility to such programs in rural areas or limit
participation in such programs.

(2) Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974 [5 U.S.C.
552a], the Secretary may secure directly from
any Federal department or agency information
necessary to carry out the Secretary’s duties
under this section. Upon request of the Sec-
retary under this paragraph, the head of any
such Federal department or agency shall furnish
such information to the Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall develop a process
through which multistate, State, substate, and
local rural development needs, goals, objectives,
plans, and recommendations can be received and
assessed on a continuing basis. Such process
may include the use of those rural development
experts, advisors, and consultants that the Sec-
retary deems appropriate, as well as the estab-
lishment of temporary advisory committees
under the terms of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act.

(4) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding chapter 63
of title 31, the Secretary may enter into coop-
erative agreements with other Federal agen-
cies, State and local governments, and any
other organization or individual to improve
the coordination and effectiveness of Federal
programs, services, and actions affecting rural
areas, including the establishment and financ-
ing of interagency groups, if the Secretary de-
termines that the objectives of the agreement
will serve the mutual interest of the parties in
rural development activities.

(B) COOPERATORS.—Each cooperator, includ-
ing each Federal agency, to the extent that
funds are otherwise available, may participate
in any cooperative agreement or working
group established pursuant to this paragraph
by contributing funds or other resources to
the Secretary to carry out the agreement or
functions of the group.

(6) The Secretary may hold public hearings
and receive comments on any matter that the
Secretary determines may have a significant
impact on rural development or the economic
development of rural communities.

(c) Rural development strategy and annual up-
dates; preparation and scope; purposes; time
for updates; public hearings and suggestions
and recommendations; transmittal to Con-
gressional committees; analysis of budgetary
considerations and factors; evaluation and
recommendations regarding implementation
and revisions

(1) The Secretary shall prepare a comprehen-
sive rural development strategy based on the
needs, goals, objectives, plans, and recommenda-
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